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Hon. commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D,C. 20231 

Sir: 
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Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.56 and in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.97 et seq. , Applicants, through and by their attorneys, 
hereby wish to direct the Examiner's attention to the submitted 

document . 

By inclusion of any given document in this Information 
Disclosure Statement Applicants in no way admit that such document 
is effective as prior art against the above- identified application 
under either 35 U.S.C. 102 and/or 35 U.S.C. 103. The Examiner is 
requested to review the documents and personally determine the 
prior art status of each document listed and discussed in this 
Statement . 
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OTHER INFORMATION 

Scott A. Rice, Jeff Bieber, Jong-Yoon Chun, Gary Stacey, and 
Bert C Lampson, "Diversity of Retron Elements in a Population 
of Rhizobia and Other Gram-Negative Bacteria," Journal of 
Bacteriology. July 1993, p. 4250-4254 

Consideration of the above-listed document is 
respectfully requested and it is asked that the Examiner 
acknowledge consideration of the above-listed document by 
initialing the PTO-1449 form which is enclosed with this 
Information Disclosure Statement, which lists the above-listed 
document, and by providing Applicants with a copy of the initialled 
form to confirm consideration of the above-listed document. 

Respectfully submitted, 



"1 HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS BEIKS 
DEPOSITED WITH THE UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE AS 
FIRST CLASS MAIL IN AN ENVELOPE ADDRESSED TO: 
COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AMD TRADEMARKS, WASHINfiTON. 
l)l&20231,0N 
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HOWARD M. EISENBERG 
Reg. No. 36,789 
WEISER & ASSOCIATES, P.C, 
Attorney for Applicants 
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